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Plantmg Containerized Seedlings? Plant Them Early!
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Our previous articles have addressed the pros and cons of bare root and container
seedlings and how to decide what stock type to plant.

One of the advantages of container seedlings is a broader planting window. However, if
you decide to invest and plant container seedlings, we encourage you to consider
planting them early.

Early planting of container seedlings provides three advantages.
Advantage One:

First, by planting in the fall, earlier than the traditional season, you take advantage of
early winter root growth development. The new succulent root growth will allow for
greater uptake of water and nutrients in the spring, resulting in better survival and
growth during the critical establishment stage. Fall-planted container seedlings have
enjoyed 10 percent better survival than bareroot seedlings planted in winter or early
spring. One critical note when planting in the fall is that it is essential to have soil
moisture. Dry soil conditions can cause the moisture to be wicked from the
containerized plug, resulting in loss of growth or mortality. Fall-planted container
seedlings appear to have been fertilized in early summer. This is primarily due to the
advanced early winter root growth's greater uptake of nutrients and water.



Advantage Two:

Second, there is often greater planter availability in the fall before the onset of the
traditional planting season. This allows a greater selection of planters and the ability to
complete your planting on time before the onset of winter weather.

Advantage Three:

The third is risk reduction. Container seedlings are grown in container trays about three
feet off the ground. This exposes them to potential freeze damage when the nursery
experiences periods of extremely low temperatures in December, January, and
February. Planting early eliminates the possible exposure to freezing temperatures at
the nursery.

Take Away:

Planting early maximizes your investment in container seedlings.

Find Your Reforestation Advisor

Top Clipping at ArborGen Nurseries

Top clipping seedlings is a practice that makes a significant difference in seedling performance. This practice controls the
shoot-to-root ratio, which is the leading reason for good survival. Seedlings with a shoot-to-root ratio of less than 2:1 tend

to survive better. We want those roots to be rock stars. So, we clip the tops to keep them in check.

Learn More

Brandon Chandler is the owner of Neill Forestry Consultants. He discusses the history of how Neill Forestry Consultants
came to trust ArborGen seedlings as their preferred seedlings. Consistent quality, top-notch customer service, and results
that speak for themselves. Brandon talks about his success with ArborGen OP seedlings, and how they are continually

producing the best trees for his clients.
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Click here for the previous editions of TreeLines.
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