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ArborGen Strengthens Global Leadership Team to Support Continued Growth and 
Innovation 

 
SUMMERVILLE, S.C. — ArborGen, a leading provider of advanced forest genetics and tree 
seedlings, today announced several leadership updates that reinforce the company's 
commitment to innovation, operational excellence, and long-term growth across its global 
markets. 
 
As part of these changes, Patrick Cumbie, Ph.D., has been appointed Interim Chief 
Executive Officer while continuing to serve as Vice President of Product Development. In 
addition, Jason Watson has been promoted to Vice President of U.S. Sales, and Wagner 
Itria, Jr. recently joined the company as General Manager for Brazil. 
 
Together, these appointments reflect ArborGen's continued focus on strengthening 
leadership, supporting customers, and advancing its position as a leader in forest genetics 
and reforestation solutions. 
 
"ArborGen has a strong foundation, a talented team, and a clear vision for the future," said 
Patrick Cumbie, Interim Chief Executive Officer and Vice President of Product 
Development. "As we continue to navigate an evolving forestry landscape, our focus 
remains on delivering value for our customers, advancing innovation, and building on the 
strengths that have made ArborGen a trusted partner for landowners and forestry 
professionals around the world." 
 
Cumbie brings extensive experience in forest genetics, product development, and 
operational leadership. Having spent more than 16 years with ArborGen, he has played a 
key role in advancing the company's genetics programs and product innovation efforts. As 
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Interim CEO, he will continue to guide the organization while maintaining oversight of 
Product Development. 
 
Jason Watson's promotion to Vice President of U.S. Sales recognizes his significant 
contributions to ArborGen's commercial success and customer relationships. Watson has 
been instrumental in supporting landowners, forestry consultants, and industry partners 
across the United States and will continue leading the company's sales organization as it 
focuses on delivering exceptional customer experiences and long-term value. 
 
In Brazil, Wagner Itria recently joined ArborGen as General Manager, bringing extensive 
leadership experience and a strong understanding of the forestry sector. His appointment 
reinforces ArborGen's commitment to supporting customers and driving growth in one of 
the company's most important international markets. 
 
These leadership updates come as ArborGen continues investing in innovation, operational 
efficiency, and customer-focused solutions designed to help landowners maximize the 
productivity and value of their forests. 
 
"While leadership roles may evolve, our commitment to our customers, employees, and 
partners remains unchanged," stated Dave Knott, Chairman of the Board of Directors. "We 
are confident in the future of ArborGen and excited about the opportunities ahead." 
 
About ArborGen 
ArborGen is a leading global provider of advanced forest genetics, tree seedlings, and seed 
solutions dedicated to improving the productivity, value, and sustainability of forests. 
Through decades of research, innovation, and operational excellence, ArborGen helps 
landowners, forestry consultants, and forest products companies achieve better outcomes 
through improved genetics and planting solutions. ArborGen operates nursery, orchard, 
and research facilities across the United States and Brazil. 
 
For more information, visit http://www.ArborGen.com or contact MacKenzie Henderson, 
Marketing & Communications Manager, at MHenderson@arborgen.com 
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